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WELCOME TO THE ELEMENTARY PROGRAM  
AT MCMINNVILLE MONTESSORI!

The elementary teachers and administration collaborated to produce the Elementary 
Handbook as a reference for you, our parents. It offers clarification and insight 
into our distinctive, 6-year program and highlights some of the defining features of 
Montessori education.

We recognize the importance of clear communication between home and school and 
hope that this handy guide will be an aid in strengthening our partnership. Your child 
and each child at MMS are recognized and valued as individuals to whom we are 
committed to guide toward optimal growth through a well-rounded education.

Please join us in this quest by reading through this handbook. Feel free to contact 
us when a topic needs further clarification. We can best serve your child when open 
communication is fostered. We welcome your participation.

Thank you for entrusting us with the important task of educating your child.

McMinnville Montessori School
1101 SE Brooks Street (map)

McMinnville, OR 97128
(503) 434-5081

learning@mcminnvillemontessori.com 

mcminnvillemontessori.com

MMS is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all persons and does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, marital status, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity, gender expression, disability, religion, height, weight, or veteran status in 
employment, educational programs and activities, financial aid, and admissions policies.

This handbook is subject to change as necessary; all efforts will be made to keep you 
updated via email, our website and newsletters throughout the school year. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact the office. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ELEMENTARY PROGRAM

THE CHILD 6 TO 12 YEARS OF AGE 
Montessori education arose from detailed observations of children at different stages of their 
development. The characteristics of children from 6 to 12 years of age are different from those of the 3 
to 6 year old child, and they invite an approach that is distinct from, and yet consistent with, that used 
in the Montessori Children’s House. Unlike the young children, whose need is to experience, name and 
classify the immediate world around them through the use of their senses, elementary children want 
to explore a much larger universe through the use of imagination and intellect. They become conscious 
learners. They stretch to imagine the nearly unimaginably big, the extremely ancient. Their curiosity is no 
longer motivated by a desire for the basic facts: they now want to know “why” and “how”.

The curriculum for the elementary child, which Dr. Montessori called Cosmic Education, emphasizes 
the interconnectedness of the many things children observe and learn. It avoids, as much as possible, 
artificial divisions of knowledge and experience into distinct areas of study. Connections excite children, 
stimulate their imagination, and give them a sense that they already know a great deal and can easily 
master new topics. The Montessori child feels that all is accessible – this infinite, fascinating world of 
things and ideas.

The elementary teacher introduces an area of study with a presentation of key information or material 
and then guides the children while they develop individual or small group projects to explore varied 
facets of the subject. Students gain access to concepts presented in lessons through their follow-up 
work. This work begins to involve research, discussion, and large-scale projects.

The elementary student’s inclination is to be social and to work with friends. While recognizing this 
tendency, the teachers see each child as a whole person, an individual with particular strengths, 
challenges, interests and temperament. By working to understand and support the unique 
developmental characteristics of the age level and the individual personality of each child, we aspire to 
Dr. Maria Montessori’s call to “follow the child.” We use our understanding of each child’s unique style 
and interests to help them engage with work. Our goal is to help each child become an independent, 
capable, confident person.

The classroom environments are carefully designed to encourage self-directed learning, thereby utilizing 
the power of interest in motivating deep learning and inspiring the student to practice independence. 
The teacher guides, inspires, and teaches children to use this rich, specifically prepared environment 
while recognizing individual learning styles and interests.

One benefit of this approach is a curriculum that is deep, broad, and creative. Children who work with 
autonomy and dignity experience significant and long- lasting results with a strong personal connection 
to concepts learned. It is the frequent comment of observers of Montessori Elementary programs 
that the children seem especially busy and productive despite the apparent lack of direction from the 
teacher or set of external rewards. Our experience is that the omission of these very factors supports the 
intrinsic motivation within a student. They are not dependent on a teacher for all their information; they 
learn both the methods and the habit of finding out more on their own.

A SENSE OF JUSTICE & COMMUNITY 
Elementary children develop a strong interest in ethics and fair play. The same impulse that led the 
young child to insist, “Help me to do it by myself,” for physical tasks — putting on a coat, carrying a 
chair, or opening a door — now moves into the moral realm. Elementary students want to independently 
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investigate rules of behavior and roles in a group. Their questions move from “What is that?” to “Why is 
that?” Cause and effect, connections and consequences, are of paramount interest. Classroom lessons 
direct these intellectual and social explorers to the interrelated roles in society and ecosystems: the give 
and take that allows for a balance between forests and cities, predator and prey, farmers and merchants.

Each elementary class holds regular meetings in which the children share projects, and work to solve 
social problems that arise within the community in a collaborative manner. Teachers act as moderators 
and facilitators, helping students learn how to negotiate solutions that respect everyone’s thoughts 
and feelings and that will maintain a smoothly functioning classroom community. Taking advantage of 
real community issues enables students to develop real-world skills of compromise, diplomacy, and 
self-expression that will serve them for years to come. The elementary environment naturally presents 
opportunities for children to learn how to mediate conflict, understand how to be a good friend, practice 
regulating emotional response, graciously deal with disappointment, recognize misunderstandings, and 
be flexible in changing one’s mind. Resilience is a powerful tool learned through practice and guidance in 
this social environment.

Learning takes time, and making mistakes is a valuable part of the process. Social and emotional skills 
need to be learned through practice just like academic skills.

Having the confidence to try, to make a mistake and try again, is an invaluable trait to develop.

EXPECTATIONS & ACCOUNTABILITY 
In the elementary classes children are learning how to make choices at a new level. They are establishing 
a work ethic: learning how to choose work, partners, locations, and projects. They are learning how to 
manage their freedom and the responsibilities that accompany such freedom. Student responsibility and 
accountability are essential aspects in a Montessori environment. Each child is accountable to himself 
and to the community. Whether it is a single student, the entire class, or the entire school, there are 
others depending on every child.

In our elementary classrooms children are given opportunities to learn to set their own goals, 
budget their own time, and appraise their own results with the support and guidance of the teacher. 
They are “self-starters” who work because of interest, enthusiasm, and an understanding of their 
responsibilities. Secondary school teachers generally describe Montessori graduates as a joy to teach 
for these very reasons.

DISCIPLINE 
Self-control is a vital aspect of good executive functioning. Self-control includes the ability to refrain 
from activities that disrupt social grace, and to apply oneself when required. To help a child develop this 
vital competency, we have prepared classroom environments that provide opportunities for children to 
explore, make mistakes, and practice inner discipline.

In the elementary classes, children are guided and mentored by the teacher and by older peers. 
When a social difficulty arises, the group may be called upon to find solutions. If there is a personal 
disagreement between two children, the adults can help facilitate resolution. When a child brings home 
a complaint about a peer, it is likely that she is seeking your empathy rather than a solution. Very often 
a simple reply such as, “That must have been frustrating,” or “It sounds like that really upset you,” is 
just what’s needed to validate their feelings, without passing judgment. We ask that parents refrain 
from giving advice that may be out of context, and rather to direct their child to talk to the teacher. If 
the child appears uncomfortable talking to the teacher, perhaps because of privacy, parents can offer 
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to assist by helping the child write a note or by contacting the teacher to let her know that their child 
needs to talk.

We recommend that problems at school stay at school whenever possible. We believe consequences of 
misbehavior that are carried out at school are adequate and that further actions at home rarely have the 
desired effect.

If a child’s behavior is disruptive or detrimental to the group, an adult will intervene and guide the  
child back on track. This guidance may be in the form of redirection or limiting freedom; it is considered 
support, not punishment. There may be an occasion when a child is removed from the classroom  
or from recess, a temporary consequence of limited freedom.

At MMS we have high expectations for behavior. Aggressive or unsafe actions are not tolerated and 
require immediate intervention. Adults make every effort to be aware and to prevent a situation from 
escalating to such a degree. It is our belief that children who misbehave should be guided back ‘into 
the fold’ and not ostracized or shamed. Parents will be informed if their child is involved in a serious 
altercation, and may be asked for support.

IMPORTANT “NUTS & BOLTS”

ATTENDANCE & ARRIVAL AT MMS 
We expect regular attendance and timely arrival. Please plan extended trips during school breaks and, 
whenever possible, schedule appointments after school and on non-school days such as In-service Days.

Each classroom is a community and each individual child adds to the community and benefits from 
taking part and being responsible to the community. Elementary children are drawn toward group work. 
The curriculum and environment are designed to meet this characteristic and support personal and 
social development. When children arrive on time, attend school daily, and remain through dismissal, the 
group dynamic essential to a Montessori elementary classroom is fostered because each child plays an 
important role.

Arrival begins at 8:15 a.m. and all children should be in their classrooms by 8:30. Please reference the 
Parent Handbook for details about arrival and dismissal.

CLOTHING 
The outdoor space is utilized daily; for your children’s comfort, they should be dressed appropriately for 
the conditions. Each child needs to keep a pair of closed-toe shoes (hiking boots, athletic shoes, or rain 
boots) at school for recess and trekking outdoors as well as a pair of closed toed shoes or slip-ons for 
the indoor environment. Checking the weather forecast in the morning together is a great way to help 
your child prepare for the day.

The Montessori classroom is a prepared environment. The materials, furniture, pictures and posters, 
books and music have all been selected to create an ambiance that supports concentration, higher-
level thinking, and creative expression. The clothing worn by the children becomes a part of the classroom 
environment and has an affect on the culture. Just as we would not hang posters of slogans, popular movies, 
video themes, or fictional characters on the wall, we also ask that children reserve clothing with such 
depictions for use outside of school.
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School is the children’s workplace. Make-up, inappropriate T-shirt content, and revealing clothing are not 
supportive of an elementary work environment. Ours is a community of 3 to 12 year old children.

SNACK & LUNCH 
Children bring a light snack from home that they are welcome to eat when they get hungry. Children 
participate in the preparation and presentation of bread making as part of the practical life work in the 
classroom and as a way to support and care for self and others.

Each child keeps a ceramic cup in the classroom for use when drinking water during the day which the school 
provides. When shopping for a lunch tote please consider that storage space is limited. Lunchbox designs 
should support the classroom work environment and be free of commercial images and pop culture characters.

Diet is a major factor for children’s sound growth and development. It impacts how they function,  
attend, and learn on a daily basis. Eating habits, healthful or otherwise, are established in childhood; 
learning about nutrition is an important part of the curriculum for any child. Lunch items should be  
well-balanced and nutritious. Milk and water are served at school; please do not send a beverage.  
Please pack items in reusable containers whenever possible.

Guiding your child in making and preparing his own lunch is an excellent practical experience and 
exercise in making good choices. It is an opportunity to check ingredients, read labels, and learn about 
balanced nutrition and good “brain food”. Should any come to school, children will be asked to keep 
high-sugar desserts in their lunchbox to take home.

To help foster responsibility, a child who forgets her lunch may prepare a lunch from the available food 
supply in the classroom rather than calling home.

PIZZA FRIDAYS
Every Friday there is pizza lunch which the children order from the local pizzeria. In addition, each 
family will be asked to sign up for a Friday throughout the year to bring salad for the classroom. 
Pizza slices are $1.50, and the guides keep track of how many slices each child has consumed. At the 
end of the month the amount is included in your monthly invoice.

HOMEWORK 

Our school day provides long, uninterrupted work periods in which students are able to engage, 
concentrate, and work hard. All children at MMS have home work. We ask that children participate in the 
activities of the home such as helping to cook dinner, preparing lunches and snacks, and participating in 
household chores or grocery shopping. Helping your children to feel a part of the family let’s them know 
their contributions are valuable and needed. A student’s responsibility in the home has a direct effect on 
their level of responsibility and work ethic in the classroom.

When children leave MMS at the end of the school day we hope they will have time to relax and play. 
We also expect they will do some work at home as well. Our general homework expectations for the 
elementary children are as follows:

READ 
A love of reading has a powerful influence on academic success. Reading and being read to daily are very 
important for elementary children; consider these activities as standing homework.
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MAKE THEIR OWN LUNCH
Like anything else, packing one’s own lunch requires practice, guidance, and time. Remember, making 
lunch can always happen the night before, perhaps during dinner cleanup.

GET TO BED ON TIME 
Children work hard at school and they need to be well rested. A consistent bedtime will make a world  
of difference in the classroom. We recommended 8 to 10 hours of sleep.

INVOLVEMENT IN HOME LIFE
• planning and researching a family outing 
• pet care 
• home chores 
• meal preparation 
• grocery planning and shopping 
• laundry 
• yard work

We are happy to offer other ideas as well. Just ask!

FREE TIME 
We encourage parents to eliminate or strictly limit all screen time during the week. Screen time includes 
TV, computer, tablet, phone, video games, etc.

A google search of the following articles will provide well-researched information and recommendations 
regarding screen time:

• Gray Matters: Too Much Screen Time Damages the Brain, 2014, Psychology Today 
• Media and Children, American Academy of Pediatrics 
• Is technology sapping children’s creativity?, 2012, The Washington Post 
• Raising Digital Natives is an NPR series exploring what it’s like to raise a generation of kids immersed   
 in a digital world

Find replacement activities to engage your child.

Helping to make dinner, playing board games, reading books, creating art or exploring nature together are 
wonderful ways to help your child feel a part of the family, relax, and think critically at home.

Well-considered art supplies (with a variety of mediums, tools and methods for storage and cleanup) can 
nurture independence while providing an outlet for imagination and creativity.

Open-ended toys such as construction sets, “Legos”, design sets such as tanagrams, and modeling clay 
invite creativity and are fun.

Games such as Set, solitaire (with real cards), word games like Scrabble, and Jig Saw Puzzles are all 
age-appropriate. Having a work place near the family hub, like the kitchen, nurtures independence 
and inclusion at the same time. Lastly, and possibly most importantly, never underestimate the power 
of “boredom”. Children need unstructured time; they need to be able to occupy themselves without 
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constant entertainment. Free time allows children to develop their innate sense of creativity and it 
supports the development of self-reliance.

The BBC article, Children should be allowed to get bored, from 2013 and Genevieve Bell‘s 2011 TEDx Talk, 
The Value of Boredom, offer insightful information and valuable perspectives on free time.

SUPPORT A CHILD’S READING 
A love of reading can be heavily influenced by the conscientious and consistent support of the parents. 
The partnership of home and school is crucial to establishing the role reading will play in a child’s life.

1. Limit screen time – including TV, computer, tablet, phone, video games, etc. 
2. Be a model – read while your child reads. 
3. Prepare a place for you and your child to enjoy reading; set aside time for this to happen. 
4. Read books out loud or listen to audio books that are more advanced than what your child can read   
 herself. Even when a child is reading fluently on his own, he will still cherish and benefit from some  
 one reading to him. This is valuable quality time together that can last a lifetime. 
5. A helpful guideline when choosing an age-appropriate book is that the book contains central    
 characters the same age as your child. For example, in the first Harry Potter book our protagonists   
 are children. As the series progresses the characters become adolescents; their lives and relationships  
 change as does the seriousness of the issues that confront them.

Your child’s teacher can provide helpful hints about choosing books, and may have some great 
suggestions for your child or for reading aloud as a family.

UNIQUE TO MONTESSORI & MMS

THE GOING OUT PROGRAM 
Going Out is an essential part of the Montessori educational experience. Elementary children are ready 
to reach beyond the classroom and expand their learning to real life situations. Going Out may include 
visiting the library or a local museum to support classroom research, a trip to the pet store to buy 
supplies for classroom animals, or dropping off recycling at a collection center. Such experiences foster 
many practical skills that will strengthen children’s growing independence with opportunities to interact 
with the public and manage real life situations.

Children gradually learn to manage the different steps involved in Going Out. They will contact parent 
drivers and, when necessary, contact the establishment they wish to visit. This gives them opportunities 
to practice making phone calls, arranging a schedule, and mapping the route. Teachers ask children to 
call drivers other than their own parents to practice interacting with other adults. The children will also 
be in charge of requesting currency from the school for payment, preparing any supplies they may need, 
and a variety of other tasks. The children are building their capacity for initiating, sequential planning, 
organizing, communicating, and follow-through.

There are several types of Going Out experiences in which elementary children may participate:

WITHIN THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

The child does not have to physically leave the school to participate in Going Out. Children may request 
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resources from other classes, write letters or make a telephone call to gather information, go to the 
office for supplies or copies, and explore nature outside the classroom.

FIELD TRIPS 

This type of outing is usually centered on a special event, such as a play or exhibit, and in most cases 
is planned by the teacher in advance. It may include an experience related to something that the entire 
class has been working on, or an opportunity to expose the children to something beyond the offerings 
within the school.

GUEST SPEAKERS 

A specialist comes to the classroom to share an experience, teach a skill, or offer expertise.

SMALL GROUP OUTINGS 

This type of outing can be planned or spontaneous. It is the direct result of a small group of children 
needing or wanting more information for a specific area of study.

WHEN ARE CHILDREN READY FOR A SMALL GROUP OUTING? 

When they have demonstrated a reasonable level of responsibility in their choice of work and care of 
the environment, when they show that they are capable of working in a group, and when they have 
demonstrated the ability to be in control of their actions.

Please let us know if you are interested in assisting with outings. Although the goal is that the children 
themselves facilitate most of the interactions and transactions on Going Out trips, we need adults to 
provide transportation and to accompany the children for safety reasons. The trips will be conceived, 
planned, organized, executed and followed-up by the students as much as possible.

Parent Volunteers 

Volunteering is an essential part of MMS and we invite parents to take part. Volunteering offers a great 
way to stay connected and get to know your child’s schoolmates. These opportunities also offer insights 
into the Elementary Program. Parent volunteers must attend the Volunteer Orientation at least once. 
During this presentation, we will explain the role of a chaperone and give ideas about how to support the 
children’s growing capabilities and critical thinking. Drivers are required to read and abide by our Driver 
Policy, and to provide copies of their license and auto insurance information to the office.

The elementary classroom offers numerous opportunities for parent involvement. Ready to explore the 
world beyond the classroom walls, students will need chaperones on field trips and small group outings, 
and supervision in the school kitchen while they prepare special recipes they have selected. Parents are 
encouraged to share a particular interest or skill. Creative ideas, sewing, knitting, embroidery, or quilting 
skills to assist in the formation of class projects for our annual auction are always welcome.

From time to time elementary students decide to raise funds or collect items to support a charity or to fund 
a student trip. Parent volunteer assistance with these small fundraisers can help such projects be successful.

Teachers will share details about how parents can contribute during the September Back-to-School 
Night and throughout the year via email communications.
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ELEMENTARY OUTDOOR SCHOOL FAQS

Q. Why is camp considered an important part of 
the elementary curriculum?

A.  
• Children of this age love and need to do group  
 projects that challenge and stretch them   
 mentally and physically. 
•  Camping away from home gives the children a  
 new sense of independence and responsibility  
 that carries over into their work at school (and  
 often at home, as well). 
• There are things that can only be seen in the   
 world outside the classroom. 
• Camp is related to “Going Out” and has many of  
 the same benefits. 
• Trips to camp create a new level of community  
 among the children, often breaking down   
 artificial social patterns and barriers. 
• Large undertakings such as camping trips   
 provide children with opportunities to develop  
 organizational and planning skills unique to such  
 substantial ventures. 
• The children love these trips and savor the   
 memories for a lifetime.

Q. What is a camping trip? 

A. MMS partners with an OMSI outdoor school 
or a similar program to take elementary students 
to camp. The students experience a rotation 
of geographical settings during the six years of 
elementary. They also develop practical skills, such 
as packing and managing personal gear, and have 
opportunities to meet physical challenges, such 
as a long hike or team challenge. Students may 
study the flora, fauna, geology, history or other 
aspects of the particular environment they visit: 
high desert, northwest forest, Oregon coast, or 
temperate rain forest. 

Q. When are the camping trips? 

A. There is typically one trip to camp for 
Elementary; this occurs in the spring. The exact 
dates will be added to the school calendar as soon 
as they are set. In the rare case that the dates 
must be changed, parents will be notified as soon 

as possible. Please take care not to schedule 
family vacations or other important events to 
conflict with the camping trip dates as camp is an 
integral part of our curriculum.

There are many factors that impact the dates 
of trips to camp. All camp dates are set far in 
advance and often cannot be changed. If you 
anticipate a significant conflict with these dates 
please let us know as soon as possible.

Q. Who goes to camp? 

A. We expect all elementary students to 
participate. The teachers and assistants go on all 
the trips. 

Q. What if a child doesn’t want to go to camp? 

A. It is natural for some children to be 
apprehensive about going to camp. Let children 
know that going to camp is a fun and important 
part of school, and that everyone goes. If a parent 
is feeling insecure about their child’s trip to 
camp the teachers can help. Exhibiting calm and 
confidence regarding this wonderful opportunity 
will greatly help a child feel confident and secure 
on their own.

The elementary teachers are experienced in 
working with children’s anxieties about a host of 
school experiences, including camping, and will 
work to help them find the confidence they need 
to take on a big adventure. Reluctant campers are 
often caught up in the excitement of preparation in 
the classroom and find that their carefully chosen 
cabin mates have been there and are more than 
ready to support them through the experience. The 
reluctant campers are usually the ones who stand 
to benefit the most from the school camping 
experience, and are often the ones who enjoy 
camp the most!
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TRACKING A CHILD’S PROGRESS

STUDENT ASSESSMENT 
As educators and guides, our primary task is to help children flourish in an increasingly complex and 
connected world. In addition to excellence in the traditional academic areas, graduates of MMS leave 
with critically important assets that will sustain them throughout their lifetime: self-knowledge, 
adaptability, confidence and a genuine love of learning. The education a child receives at MMS extends 
far beyond basic skills in math and language or the mere accumulation of facts. Our challenging 6-year 
curriculum melds mathematics, geometry, language, science, sociology and the arts.

The educational process at MMS intentionally provides opportunities for our students to develop the 
abilities to think logically, to cope with change, to cooperate with others, to pose creative solutions to 
problems, and to defend their opinions and values while respecting the rights of others.

Our students adaptability, love for learning, and ability to learn independently will be the keys they use 
to open the doors of opportunity for the rest of their lives.

Twice a year we share a qualitative evaluation of a child’s progress that takes into consideration the 
whole child, including academic strengths and challenges, as well as social, physical, and creative 
achievements. This information comes in the form of two conferences; one in the fall and one in the 
spring. Through the Montessori Method, teachers regularly assess the strengths, challenges, and progress 
of each student in both academic work and life skills development. Not only is a child’s teacher aware 
of his level of competency, the teacher can consider the individual needs of each student and respond 
with a customized approach to guide his learning. Parent-teacher conferences present an important 
opportunity for teachers to share these insights and details about a child’s progress and development, 
and for parents to ask questions. Further, teachers are available to meet throughout the year, as need 
be. The teachers’ work extends beyond school hours, however, and we ask that you are sensitive to this 
when requesting meetings.

MMS does not provide grades or quantitative assessments of a child’s work for specific reasons. Grading 
offers a limited evaluation of a student’s work and encourages the child to work for the grade. We want 
to encourage children to work for the intrinsic satisfaction of increasing personal competency and 
knowledge rather than to please adults. This approach fosters self-reflection and competition with 
oneself. Grading can create an artificial environment of winners and losers, undermining a significant 
opportunity to develop collaboration, community, and the unique powers of each individual. A letter 
grade cannot accurately communicate the depth and nuance of a student’s learning. We have found that 
teachers and parents engaged in open communication is the best way to elucidate a child’s distinctive 
successes and challenges.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
In the fall and spring of each year, parents have an opportunity to discuss their child’s progress at 
parent-teacher conferences. Ideally both parents will attend these meetings. In addition to the two 
scheduled conferences, if parents have questions throughout the year about their child’s work, we 
encourage them to call or email the teacher. Please be sensitive to the teacher’s need to focus on 
children during the school day and their after-school workload, and keep requests for teacher’s time 
within reasonable limits.

During the school week teachers strive to return emails within 24 hours. If there is an immediate 
concern, or a message that needs to be delivered promptly, please call the office.
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MMS closes school to allow time for parent-teacher conferences. These dates are available during the 
summer when the school calendar is published. Please make attending parent-teacher conferences a 
priority: education at MMS is a partnership between child, teacher and home.

STANDARDIZED TESTING 
Beginning in the 4th year of elementary, children participate in standardized achievement tests and the 
results are sent to parents. These tests are valuable in that they provide our students the opportunity 
to experience and practice taking standardized tests, and provide us with another, although limited, 
measurement of a student’s understanding of the knowledge tested. We all have multiple aptitudes, 
not just those measured by standardized achievement tests. Tests exclude opportunities for children 
to demonstrate their knowledge of a vast and rich curriculum and thereby provide an incomplete 
assessment of a child’s strengths and challenges.

Attending the parent-teacher conference twice a year affords the opportunity to hear a comprehensive 
assessment of a child’s progress both academically, personally, and socially.

OUTSIDE ASSESSMENT & SUPPORT
If you are considering supplemental academic activities outside of the regular classroom work, we ask 
that you consult with the classroom teacher. A conversation with your child’s teacher is the first step in 
meeting your child’s educational needs. Programs that utilize memorization and rote methods, may only 
serve to confuse a student by introducing conflicting processes for learning. The Montessori curriculum 
is designed to follow a certain progression of concrete work that leads to conceptual understanding 
and abstract work. If this regimen is carefully followed, the end result can be a profound understanding 
of advanced concepts. If the child is pushed into abstract work too soon, the window for deeper 
understanding may be compromised. A child will comprehend and be able to work with a concept long 
before he can verbalize his understanding. Articulating one’s understanding is a point of arrival. It is a 
separate skill that takes practice. Developing a depth of understanding takes time. It is a slower process 
than memorization and repetition, with long-lasting rewards including knowledge, a love of learning, and 
self-confidence.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Q. Are Montessori schools as academically rigorous as conventional schools? 

A. Yes, of course! Our elementary curriculum goes above and beyond Common Core standards and 
encourages a deep understanding of the concepts that lie behind academic skills. The rigor of our 
program is evidenced in the experiences of our alumni who compete successfully in a wide variety of 
middle schools, high schools and universities. MMS graduates are appreciated for their strong character 
and sense of self, commitment to their education and their communities, and successful pursuit of 
academic and non-academic interests. MMS takes pride in being the foundation of their journey.

Q. Are Montessori children free to do whatever they want in the classroom? How do you ensure each 
student gets a fully rounded education? 

A. Our students are free to choose within limits, and have only as much freedom as they can handle 
with appropriate responsibility. The classroom teachers ensure that children stay on task while 
encouraging purposeful movement, excitement and conversations with peers. Each child progresses  
at his individual pace in all subjects.
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Meticulous record keeping coupled with individual and group lesson plans assure teachers know the 
progress of every child. Our curriculum allows for specialized individual instruction and our 3-year 
classroom cycles, allow teachers to form deep connections with students.

Q. How do you assess a child’s progress? How will I know how my child is doing in school? 

A. Parents meet twice a year in conference with their child’s teacher to learn more about classroom 
work and behavior. Teachers keep careful records of lessons given and work practiced, and also offer 
the benefit of their comprehensive observations of the child’s work in the classroom. Many lessons build 
on previous lessons and work, and present teachers with opportunities to assess and review concepts 
with students. In addition, over the three years students spend with a teacher, deep connections are 
formed that illuminate the learning habits of each student. Children feel comfortable asking for help and 
guidance.

Elementary teachers typically work with 2-6 students at a time. Lessons and materials are presented 
to small groups. When working with small groups of students the teacher receives constant feedback 
(eye contact, body language, verbal expressions, questions) from each and every individual – there is no 
getting lost in the back of the class.

Q. Are all these Montessori materials enough? Will our children ever be able to solve math problems on 
their own, or will they always depend on materials as a crutch? 

A. The elementary child benefits greatly from following a curriculum using Montessori materials. This 
method starts with concrete representation and moves toward a symbolic representation that allows 
for a rich understanding of abstract ideas. Through manipulating materials, the children receive the 
information they need at developmentally appropriate stages in order to grasp and internalize how 
concepts work. With repeated use and a variation of materials that reinforce similar concepts, the 
elementary student solidifies ideas and naturally progresses towards abstract work and the use of 
memorization. These materials give children access to advanced concepts.

The quality and level of work is far more sophisticated and advanced when the concepts are truly understood 
and not just memorized. Young people have a need to become independent, motivated, creative and 
articulate. This is what the elementary child is naturally inclined to do when given the opportunity. Further, 
children leave the materials behind once a concept is understood at the abstract level.

Q. Since Montessori classrooms emphasize collaboration as opposed to competition, how are students 
adequately prepared to compete later in life? 

A. Within a healthy environment, we emphasize the most competitive situation possible. Montessori 
classrooms emphasize competition with oneself: self- monitoring, self-correction, and a variety of other 
executive skills aimed at continuous growth. Students typically become comfortable with their strengths 
and learn how to address challenges. As students get older they have increasing opportunities to give 
and receive feedback to and from their peers. They are aware of the importance and quality of their 
performance. This self-awareness, confidence and humility serve our students well in the myriad of 
intense and unpredictable situations life presents.

Q. Is Montessori good for children with learning disabilities? What about gifted children? 

A. The Montessori curriculum and our exceptional staff are devised to help all children reach their 
potential at their own unique pace. A classroom whose children have varying strengths and abilities is a 
community in which everyone learns from one another and everyone contributes. Moreover, multi-age 
classrooms allow each child to find his or her own pace without feeling “ahead” or “behind” in relation 
to peers. When mastery of a concept is evidenced, students are guided to the next level. Students 
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also hone their skills by helping other students in peer-to-peer learning. The classroom structure 
and materials support a variety of learning styles and give children access to concepts using different 
approaches. Over the six years of elementary each individual develops self-awareness and understanding 
of their unique strengths and challenges. This helps students learn to advocate for themselves whether 
it’s additional support or increased challenge that they need.

Q. How do Montessori graduates fare in the “real” world, where they don’t always set the agenda? 

A. The world of modern education and business increasingly favors creative thinkers who combine 
personal initiative with strong collaborative skills: exactly the characteristics that Montessori education 
nurtures. The cultural movers and shakers of tomorrow will need the ability to work cooperatively 
in existing settings, but also the skills of confidence, creativity and communication needed to make 
innovative and ground-breaking changes.

Further, the multi-age grouping, the individual accountability of each child, and the way subjects are 
presented as interconnected disciplines mimics “the real world” and presents daily opportunities to 
be a contributing member of a community. All the disciplines are interconnected, as all things are 
interconnected. MMS graduates are proven life-long learners who exhibit academic preparedness, 
independence, confidence, social responsibility, environmental awareness and world citizenship.

Q. Why is the 6th year so important? Is it better for your child to complete the 6 year elementary cycle 
or join middle school when most other students begin? 

A. During the third year in each cycle we witness remarkable growth in children. As the elder of a 
mixed-age class, the child rises to meet the challenges of being an important role model. They are 
increasingly depended upon by the other children and by the adults. Just think back to your child’s final 
year of primary! This capstone quality is most evident during the 6th year of elementary, the 9th year of 
our program.

The transition from childhood to adolescence can be bumpy. Individuals experience a wide range of 
physiological and neurological changes. Children who ‘cross over’ into early adolescence in a safe and 
familiar place become more in touch with their values and personal identities. This self-assurance is an 
inner strength that assists the student in entering middle school for 7th grade with less anxiety than 
transitioning when a year younger. What a foundational growth opportunity this is in contrast to being 
the youngest mixed with adolescent 13 and 14 year olds in the current middle school configuration.

During the 6th and final year as an elementary student, capabilities that have been developing 
throughout the previous years solidify and become tools that can be consciously and intelligently 
accessed. Numerous academic threads all come together; graduates and their parents have used the 
word “crystallization” to describe this phenomenon. Personal qualities also solidify: leadership skills, 
self- confidence, self-awareness, perspective, and the ability to advocate for one’s self. These attributes 
better position the individual to make the transition into middle school and into adolescence.


